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“Contraindications to the Disciplinary Responsibility of the Public
Employee”

“An Applied Study*

Prepared by:
Mashael bint Jamaan Al-Zahrani.

Abstract:

This study thoroughly explored the concept of disciplinary violations and the corresponding penalties, reviewing various
types of violations and sanctions, along with circumstances that might lead to mitigating penalties. It also examined
exemptions from disciplinary responsibility, including factors like obeying superiors, coercion, and mental disabilities, and
the justifications that may absolve or reduce punishment for public employees. The study concluded that these exemptions
are pivotal in determining the level of an employee's disciplinary responsibility, as they can significantly influence whether
an employee is punished or the extent of the punishment. For instance, coercion or mental disability could heavily impact
the evaluation of responsibility. The study also underscored the vital role of the Courts of the Board of Grievances in
enforcing disciplinary judgments and upholding justice, thereby enhancing transparency and trust in the legal and
administrative system. Based on these findings, the study recommended that authorities issue mandatory guidelines
requiring supervisors to document all instructions given to employees, particularly in situations where administrative
violations might occur. This would bolster transparency, accountability, and legal protection for both employees and
supervisors. Additionally, the study suggested considering an employee's discipline record and absence of violations as key
criteria for potential exemption from disciplinary punishment, with the possibility of full exemption when justified, rather
than merely reducing penalties.

Keywords: Public employee, Disciplinary responsibility, Disciplinary violation, Liability exemptions.
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